Art History Syllabus 

Kirby High School   

Mr. Williams
Phone 615.852.6405 Room A224 

Email williams.ajw@gmail.com Website www.williamsarthistory.weebly.com   

This course is a college-level course intended to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Art History Examination. The fall term, covers art from the Prehistoric Era through the Medieval Period. The spring term, covers art from around the world from the Renaissance through art of the 20th Century. 

Art History is practiced in everyday life and is not an esoteric field of study meant only for specialists. In this spirit, there are several objectives for the course, including an emphasis on visual literacy and developing both critical thinking skills and an appreciation of works of art from cultures beyond the European tradition. Students also learn how art mediates a vast range of human experiences. 

1. Big Idea 1: Artists manipulate materials and ideas to create an aesthetic object, act, or event. Essential Question What is art and how is it made? Learning Objectives 1.1 Students differentiate the components of form, function, content, and/or context of a work of art. 1.2 Students explain how artistic decisions about art making shape a work of art. 1.3 Students describe how context influences artistic decisions about creating a work of art. 1.4 Students analyze form, function, content, and/or context to infer or explain the possible intentions for creating a specific work of art. 2 

2. Big Idea 2: Art making is shaped by tradition and change. Essential Question Why and how does art change? Learning Objectives 2.1 Students describe features of tradition and/or change in a single work of art or in a group of related works. 2.2 Students explain how and why specific traditions and/or changes are demonstrated in a single work or group of related works. 2.3 Students analyze the influence of a single work of art or group of related works on other artistic production. 

3. Big Idea 3: Interpretations of art are variable. Essential Question How do we describe our thinking about art? Learning Objectives 3.1 Students identify a work of art. 3.2 Students analyze how formal qualities and/or content of a work of art elicit(s) a response. 3.3 Students analyze how contextual variables lead to different interpretations of a work of art. 3.4 Students justify attribution of an unknown work of art. 3.5 Students analyze relationships between works of art based on their similarities and differences.

There are eight basic course objectives: 

1. The ability to focus/attend, to reflect upon observations, and to make connections. 

2. Historical Research: Students will learn to suspend judgment when looking at works of art, developing critical thinking skills by considering the assumptions they bring to an evaluation and learning how to gather evidence before launching into opinions. 

3. Canon of Images: Students will learn a canon of images and be able to understand the basic problems and flux of that canon. Moreover, they will learn to understand the strengths and problems with all labels. 

4. Multiculturalism/Transculturalism: Students will be encouraged not only to appreciate works of art from other cultures, but also attempt to understand them on the aesthetic criteria of those cultures. Furthermore, the student will understand how cultures influence and interact with one another. 

5. Social Context Methodology: Students will learn how history, a discipline emphasizing social context art, is a field of study that makes connections between many other disciplines. 

6. Visual Literacy: An emphasis will be placed on visual literacy that is, the ability to apply art historical methods to student’s visual environment so that students understand how images encode social ideologies. 

7. Art Matters: Students will learn how art mediates a vast range of experiences including faith, our place in history, people who are different from us, civic life, and our emotional, psychological, and intellectual understanding of self. 

8. Serendipity: Students will be encouraged to be a traveler who seeks the intellectual and emotional joys of aesthetic experiences.
Recommended Textbook 
1) Fred S. Kleiner & Christin J. Mamiya, Gardner’s Art Through the Ages, 14th Edition    ISBN # 9780495915423 
2) Strickland, Annotated Mona Lisa, 2nd ed.  Kansas City, KS: Andrews McMeel Publishing, LLC, 2007.
Supplemental Study Guides/Sources 

Barron’s AP Art History by John B. Nici (Jan.1, 2008)

Art History, Combined Volume, 4/E by Marily Stokstad and Michael Cothren      

Websites (others will be added throughout the year – please check my website) 

The College Board www.collegeboard.com 

Art Dictionary http://www.artlex.com 

Pronunciation Guide www.forvo.com 

Comprehensive Resource for images and information http://arthistoryresources.net/ARTHLinks.html 

Sample AP test questions with immediate responses http://www.westercler.org/hg/curlessmatt/arthistory/samplequestions/slideques.htm 

Khan Academy https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/introduction-ap-arthistory/a/required-works-of-art-for-ap-art-history 

Links to Museums and Institutions 

J. Paul Getty Museum (Los Angeles), www.getty.edu/museum 

Art Institute of Chicago, www.artic.edu 

 Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York), www.metmuseum.org/collections 

Museum of Modern Art (New York), www.moma.org
National Gallery of Art (Washington, D.C.), www.nga.gov 

Phoenix Art Museum, http://www.phxart.org 

Course Requirements

This is a comprehensive and chronologically narrated course with no prerequisites. 

Attendance is mandatory. Requirements and expectations are as follows: 

Sketchbook - An organized book is required and highly recommended for success in this class. Recommendations for clear organization will be discussed in class. 

Reading – Reading is a large part of this course.  Students are expected to read everyday. Material from assigned reading will be included in evaluation exercises and assessments. 

Notes – Students are to complete the assigned reading and take notes on it as preparation for the following day. Occasionally I give free-response questions as homework. Students are graded (credit or no credit) for answering questions and taking notes and flash cards. It is expected that students will keep up-to-date with the required readings. 

Projects and Activities – These include students presentations, art talks, museum and gallery visits, written critiques, and/or other possible projects. 

Extra Credit – Students may write one additional museum or gallery critique per term for extra credit (up to 2 percent of their final grade). Other opportunities may be announced. 

Quizzes and Short Essays – Regular quizzes and short essay assignments will ensure that students learn the material and understand the concepts covered in the course. The quizzes will also include slide identification and examinations in which students will describe works presented in class as well as in the reading assignments. 

Essays – Students will be required to write and submit comparative essays and timed essays during each school quarter. The subject of these will be indicated and relating to the materials covered in class and reading assignments.  Students will be directed in the focus of their essays by specific questions. The object of the essay is to encourage an understanding of art in history as methodology for structuring and development of critical thinking skills. 

Group Discussion and Presentations – Students are expected to participate in in-class discussions/presentations on assigned reading or relevant topics. The purpose of this is to foster cooperative learning as well as diverse and critical points of view. 

Make-up Tests and Late Homework – Students are required to take the make-up test on their own time within two days of the original test date. Should the student miss the make-up test (which is the same one given in class), a significantly different (and perhaps more difficult) test will be administered. This is not done as a punishment. Rather, it is done so that tests may be discussed in class promptly. No late homework will be accepted. 

Final Exam – Students are expected to register for the College Board AP Art History Exam. Registration and payment are the full responsibility of the student. Dates and scholarship information will be posted on the school website as well as distributed in class. Students who do not take the AP Exam must take a comprehensive final exam for the course. Those who take the AP Art History Exam automatically receive full credit for the course final exam and are not required to take the comprehensive test administered in class for a grade although they are required to be present to receive that credit. 

College Credit –This class offers the option of Dual Credit through Bethel University.
You should contact the colleges you are interested in attending for information on their acceptance of Dual Credit from Bethel University.  

Academic Integrity – Academic integrity forms a fundamental bond of trust between colleagues, peers, teachers, and students. It underlies all authentic learning. Plagiarism is a knowing attempt to obtain undeserved academic advantage by ‘borrowing’ or stealing the work of others and using it as your own. It is a very serious academic offense. Students are expected to understand and observe the rules of fair use and copyright. Per school regulations, if this trust is violated, the school administration will be notified of the incident and the student will receive zero “0” credit for the assignment. Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. 

Student Evaluation – Students are evaluated through quizzes and unit exams and on their notes, projects, and activities. The approximate breakdown for each form of assessment is as follows: 


Unit Tests (8) 



40% 


Midterm Examinations (2)

20% 


Final Examination (2) 

20% 


Class work/homework/projects   
20%  

Grades are based on the following scale: 


Grade points   93 to 100 = Excellent (A) 




85 to   92 = Proficient (B) 




75 to   84 = Acceptable (C)  
 


70 to   74 = Unsatisfactory (D) 




00 to   69 = Below Standard (F) 

Please communicate with me in a timely and appropriate manner! Alert me in a respectful and timely manner to any circumstance or situation that hampers your progress or success in this class. My goal is to help you be successful in this class. I am available after school by appointment for individual or group help. The class is challenging, however many students are very successful, enjoy the class, and earn up to six college credits.

You and your parents are encouraged to contact me or email me at williams.ajw@gmail.com  or visit my web-site at www.williamsarthistory.weebly.com 

First Semester Calendar (may be modified to meet the needs of this group)   
Week   1 
Introduction 

Methodology 

Week   2
Paleolithic/Neolithic 

Week   3 
Ancient Near East 

Week   4 
Ancient Egypt 
Ancient China 

TEST #1 










Project 1 Assigned 

Week   5
Ancient Greece 

Week   6
Ancient Greece 

Week   7 
Ancient Greece 
Ancient Olmec 

Test #2 


Week   8
Etruscan 

Ancient Rome 

Project 1 Due 

Week   9
Ancient Rome 
Ancient India 

Week 10 
Ancient Rome 
Mesoamerica 


 

Week 11 
Review 





MIDTERM EXAM 

Project #2 Assigned

Week 12 
Early Christian 
Jewish art 
 
  
 

Week 13 
Byzantine 

Buddhist Architecture 

Week 14 
Early Medieval 
Islam 

Week 15 
Romanesque 

Anglo-Saxon 


TEST #3  










Project #2 Due 

Week 16 
Gothic – French 

Week 17 
Late Gothic – Italian 

Week 18 
Late Gothic – Northern Europe & Spain 

TEST #4 

Week 19 
Review 

Week 20 
Review 





FINAL EXAM 

Second Semester Calendar (may be modified to meet the needs of this group)    

Week 21 
Early Renaissance in Italy 

Week 22 
High Renaissance in Italy 

Week 23 
High Renaissance in Northern Europe & Spain 
TEST #5 










Project #5 Assigned 

Week 24 
Renaissance Continues 

Week 25 
Baroque and Rococo 

Week 26 
Age of Enlightenment 



TEST #6 










Project #5 Due 

Week 27 
19th Century Art 
Japanese Woodcuts 



Week 28 
Architecture 

Week 29 
Review 





MIDTERM 

Week 30 
Early 20th Century 1900-1945 Native American 

Week 31 
20th Century after 1945 
African Art  

Week 32 
20th Century continues 
Photography 

TEST #7 

Week 33 
Catch-up 

Week 34 
AP Test Preparation 

Week 35 
AP Test Preparation 




Project #4 Assigned  

Week 36 
COLLEGE BOARD TEST (may Change) 

Week 37 
Studio 






TEST #8 

Week 38
Studio & Review 




Project #4 Due 

Week 39 
Review 

Week 40 
EXAM WEEK 




FINAL EXAM 

Taking Notes: 
· Lecture notes should be concise 

· Write down the main ideas for an historical period in your own words 

· Title, Style, Artist, Patron, Purpose, Subject Matter, Possible Meanings, Important 

Formal Characteristics, Approximate Date 

· Sketches: do gesture drawings of most works 

Reading is a skill: 

· Read every day 

· Read with a dictionary 

· Read the opening section of each chapter to get the “Big Idea” 

Flash Cards: 

· It is the process of making the card that matters the most; this works best for the tactile and spatial learners 

· Ipods/devices for flashcards 

Study Groups: 

· Some students learn best by talking; they need to say it to know it. 

Dates: 

· Learn the specific dates for the few key works so that you can “think” your way to placing a work of art within a chronology 

Studying for Examination: 

· Make sure you understand the main ideas for the stylistic period 

· Practice writing the names of artists, titles, and periods 

· Study a little bit on a regular basis--- trying to do this the night before won’t work as the year progresses and tests become cumulative! 

***After you have read over the entire syllabus, please sign and date below. Have your scholar return only this page to me for their first test grade.  Return by Monday August 13th for full credit.
Scholar(s) name(s): _____________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Print Please) _______________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________________
Date _________________

Best way to contact you (Please circle one): 

Phone

or 

E-mail
Phone number and/or E-mail address ______________________________________________________
Best time(s) to contact you _______________________________________________________________
Please tell me a little bit about your scholar, their learning styles, and their likes/dislikes. Also, include anything about yourself so I know how to serve you best as well. Thank you!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
